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Abstract 

The motive of this examination is to analyze the unconventional Lucky with 

the aid of Jane Smiley through the lens of Vladimir Propp's narrative idea, focusing 

on narrative structure, factor of view, and narrative techniques. The investigation 

pursuits to decide whether Lucky deviates from or emerges from the normative 

framework of folktales, the use of Propp's narrative idea. It's approximately how Jodie' 

arc is told from the attitude of her characters, and what the ones at the back of every 

character want to reap. The look at specializes in how the unconventional narrative 

shape, which entails a sequential sequence of occasions with reflective moments, 

displays Jodie' Story of Self-discovery and Growth. Through using narrative 

strategies, Smiley investigates topics that include contentment and identity even as 

additionally exploring the means of existence. By interacting together with her circle 

of relatives and buddies, Jodie unearths the inspiration to create through connecting 

with others via artwork. The studies additionally examine the shape of the radical, 

characterized through attention to element and thematic exploration, and the way it 

increases the reader's engagement with Jodie's story and highlights the complexity of 

human lifestyles. This paper illustrates how narrative concept (particularly Propp's 

framework) contributes to our comprehension of “Lucky” through its exam of how 

storyline, structure, and shape character trips and the exploration of thematic depth. 
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1. Introduction 

The works of Jane Smiley, an American author, are characterized by their breadth 

and diversity. Born in Los Angeles, California, she spent his early life in St. Louis' Webster 

Groves neighborhood. Within the suburbs of St. Louis. After graduating from Community 

School and John Burroughs School, Smiley started his schooling. BA in Literature 

changed into his degree from Vassar College, wherein he completed in 1971 due to his 

love for books. In 1975, Smiley completed her studies and received a grasp's degree, 

particularly an M.A. In 1976, and a Ph.D. In 1978, all were from the University of Iowa 

(Nakadate, 1999). She spent a year as she changed into pursuing his doctorate in literature 

and was granted the possibility to spend 12 months in Iceland as an independent Fulbright 

scholar. From 1981 to 1996, Smiley became a professor of English at Iowa State 

University, where she shared her knowledge in creative writing workshops for 

undergraduate and graduate college students. In 1996, he moved to California and returned 

in 2015 to educate creative writing at the University of California, Riverside. Smiley's 

literary profession started with the book of his first novel, Barn Blind, in 1980. She 

obtained widespread insurance. Popularity her novel A Thousand Acres, a reimagining of 

Shakespeare's King Lear, gained the 1992 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction (Smiley, 2014). 

The novel was later tailored right into a film of the equal call in 1997. From Circle 

of Relatives tales to essays on feminism and literature, Smiley has explored various themes 

and genres at some point of her profession. Her novel The Age of Grief turned into adapted 

into the film The Secret Life of Dentists in 2002. Anthologies like Mommy Wars and 

Knitting Yarls: Writerier. Additionally acquired essays from her (Smith, 2004). In 2001, 

Smiley turned into elected as a member of the American Academy of Arts and Letters for 

her massive contributions to American literature. In addition to attending several literary 

festivals, she was diagnosed with big awards just like the PEN USA Lifetime Achievement 

Award in 2006 and the Fitzgerald Awards for Achievement in American Literature. 

Additionally, in the destiny, Smiley will produce The Last Hundred Years Trilogy and 

beginning together with her 2014 movie Some Luck, which explores the lifestyles of an 

unmarried Iowa family over generations. Despite the passage of time, her work remains 

surprisingly reputable by using critics, with Jonathan Franzen and others hailing works 

like The Greenlanders as the most effective examples of cutting-edge American fiction 

(Bolt, 2014).  

Ultimately, Jane Smiley's biography is indicative of her substantial literary output, 

marked by using her willingness to discover new and specific genres whilst incomes each 

reputation and honor. In Lucky, a piece via Jane Smiley, the story of Jodie Rattler, despite 

her mild achievement, is ready in opposition to the backdrop of the 20th-century American 

songbook. The novel takes readers on a peculiar and introspective adventure as Jodie 

navigates the complexities of her upbringing, her pursuit of a song profession, and her 

quest for self-discovery. Jodie's story starts off evolved in St. Her mom, Louis, raises her 

as an only child and has a secret relationship with her. Jodie is blessed with a loving circle 

of relatives that includes her grandparents, aunt, cousin Brucie, and Uncle Drew. Their 

assist is crucial in starting her adventure toward happiness as she becomes born outside of 
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her common environment. Jodie believes in her good fortune from an early age, having 

been set on fireplace through a roll of $2 payments her uncle won at a horse race. This 

notion acts as a guiding force at some point of his life, forcing him to attend college to 

look at track, in which he immerses himself within the folks-rock genre and joins a band 

(Morgan, 2008).  

By heeding Uncle Drew's wise words, Jodie changed into capable to interrupt loose 

from economic constraints and pursue her passion. Throughout the novel, Jodie's cautious 

observations and reflections on her environment display her keen introspection and 

preference to understand the arena round her. Jodie learns to deal with social conditions 

and makes buddies by navigating from school gossip to college sexual encounters. Over 

time, Jodie learns to mirror on existence's instructions and experiences, frequently drawing 

suggestion from her personal reviews. The novel weaves collectively a tapestry of insights, 

songs and epiphanies that show Smiley's trademark attention to element and storytelling 

ability (Lutkehaus, 2018). In its exploration of Jodie's existence, Lucky is a reflection of 

the human revel in and the search for identification and meaning. Smiley explores complex 

themes of contentment, own family, creativity, and self-discovery in Jodie's tale. Lucky is 

an all-encompassing and multilayered novel that challenges readers to delve into the 

mysteries of existence, inclusive of the elusive notion of oneself. The testimonies and 

characters in Smiley's work are each captivating and transferring, serving as an effective 

reminder of the interconnectedness that we percentage and the storytelling electricity that 

may illuminate human life. Vladimir Propp's literary principle of narrative structure, 

mentioned in his seminal paintings (Raphael, 2015).  

The Morphology of Folk Form (1928) affords a framework for studying the 

underlying patterns and functions of traditional folktales. According to Propp, there are 31 

narrative features or morphemes that are universally present in the shape of folktales across 

unique cultural contexts. Propp's idea changed into initially designed for the examination 

of folktales, however its standards have been applied in diverse narrative genres like Jane 

Smiley's Lucky novels. In end, Vladimir Propp's theory of narrative structure offers a 

precious framework for analyzing the underlying styles and features of stories consisting 

of Jane Smiley's Lucky. By making use of Propp's knowledge of character types, narrative 

features, and structural elements, students’ advantage insight into the unconventional 

narrative structure and thematic intensity (Dundes, 1962).  

While Vladimir Propp's concept of narrative shape gives a complete framework for 

studying traditional folktales, its application to cutting-edge novels which include Jane 

Smiley's Lucky affords a captivating basis for inquiry. Despite the versatility of Propp's 

idea and its ability to illuminate the underlying patterns and functions of narratives across 

cultures and genres, there may be a lack of complete scholarship to apply Propp's 

principles to present-day literary works. With Lucky especially, there is a gap in studies 

that systematically apply Propp's concept to the evaluation of the narrative structure of the 

unconventional, individual dynamics, and thematic factors. Although existing analyses 

can treat these factors separately, greater in-intensity studies are wanted to discover how 

Propp's principle can enhance our expertise of the radical as a unified narrative. Overall, 
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there may be a research gap on the intersection of Propp's principle of narrative structure 

and its software to current novels, highlighting the want for extra studies that bridge the 

distance between conventional narrative theory and contemporary literary evaluation. By 

addressing this hole, pupils can discover new insights into the narrative dynamics and 

thematic depth of cutting-edge literary works together with Lucky. 

1.2 Research Questions 

1. How do the characters identified by way of Vladimir Propp occur within the 

narrative of Lucky by way of Jane Smiley?  

2. How do the narrative capabilities outlined using Propp align with the activities and 

plot trends in Lucky?  

3. What is the narrative structure of Lucky and how does it mirror or deviate from the 

patterns recognized through Propp’s theory?  

1.3 Research Objectives  

1. To analyze the protagonist Jodie Rattler and different characters in the novel in 

phrases of Propp's individual types, along with the hero, the villain, the donor, and 

the dispatcher.  

2. To examine precise activities in Jodie's lifestyles and identify how they correspond 

to Propp's narrative capabilities, together with villainy, the hero's departure, the 

donor's provision, and the hero's return.  

3. To examine the series of occasions, use of flashbacks, and relationships among 

characters inside the novel. 

2. Literature Review 

The development of narrative theory in literature may be traced returned to historic 

instances, and early philosophers and scientists taken into consideration storytelling and 

its function in human conversation. However, the formal look at of narrative principle as 

a separate field appeared in particular within the 20th century, coinciding with the 

development of literary criticism and the appearance of structuralism, poststructuralism 

and other theoretical methods. In ancient civilizations consisting of Greece and Rome, 

storytelling performed a relevant function in oral traditions, mythology and epic (Bruner, 

1991). Works along with Homer's Iliad and Odyssey are examples of early narrative 

structures and issues and set the stage for later literary development. During the Middle 

Ages and Renaissance, storytelling flourished thru numerous paperwork, which included 

medieval romances, chivalric stories, and allegorical literature. The works of writers which 

include Geoffrey Chaucer and Dante Alighieri display the sophistication and 

experimentation of narrative all through this era (Gunn, 1991).  

The Enlightenment and romantic actions added new views to narrative concept, 

and philosophers and writers explored the principles of individualism, realism and 

subjectivity. The upward push of the radical as a dominant literary shape, exemplified by 

authors inclusive of Daniel Defoe, Jane Austen, and Charles Dickens, sparked debate 
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approximately narrative structure, characterization, and plot improvement (Qi, Y. 2020). 

The twentieth century noticed a sizable improvement in narrative theory, increased with 

the aid of traits in linguistics, psychology and philosophy. Structuralist thinkers along with 

Vladimir Propp, Claude Lévi-Strauss, and Roland Barthes pioneered the have a look at of 

narrative systems in literature and their underlying patterns (Segal, Ed.). The Morphology 

of Folklore by using Propp (1928) and Introduction to the Structural Analysis of Narratives 

through Barthes (1966) are crucial works in this regard. Poststructuralist theorists along 

with Jacques Derrida and Michel Foucault have challenged conventional notions of 

narrative coherence, emphasizing the instability of which means and the interaction of 

language and energy (Saman, 2021). 

Derrida's concept of deconstruction, outlined in works which includes Of 

Grammatology (1967), wondered the binary oppositions and hierarchical systems of 

narratives. In the second one half of the 20th century and into the 21st century, researchers 

in fields consisting of psychology, cognitive science, and neuroscience advanced narrative 

concept through reading how humans assemble and interpret stories (Landau, 1992). 

Scholars such as Jerome Bruner and Walter Fisher observe the psychological mechanisms 

in the back of storytelling and the role of story in shaping identity and expertise. 

Contemporary narrative theory features a wide variety of strategies, consisting of feminist, 

postcolonial, and queer perspectives that discover the stories of marginalized voices and 

question dominant cultural norms. In addition, virtual media and interactive storytelling 

have elevated the limits of narrative principle, prompting students to explore new kinds of 

narrative expression and engagement (Debnath, 2019).  

Overall, the historical improvement of narrative idea reflects ongoing debates and 

interdisciplinary studies about the nature, structure, and features of storytelling in literature 

and lifestyle. Analyzing World Fiction: New Horizons in Narrative Theory, edited with 

the aid of Frederick Luis Aldama, Arturo J. Aldama and Patrick Colm Hogan, is part of 

the Cognitive Approaches to Literature and Culture series. Published in 2011, this eBook 

examines contemporary research in cognitive science, neuroscience, psychology, 

linguistics, and narrative concept, analyzing how these fields intersect with cultural 

phenomena consisting of literature, movie, drama, music, dance, visible arts, digital media 

and comics (Aldama, 2011.). Although I do not have the precise contents of the book, 

primarily based at the description given, this extent possibly contains a set of essays and 

articles that provide interdisciplinary views on narrative principle and its applications in 

international fiction. Topics included may additionally encompass: Cognitive processes to 

information narrative shape and understanding international fiction. The position of 

neuroscience in revealing the cognitive strategies concerned in studying and deciphering 

written texts from exclusive cultural backgrounds (Alcina, 2017). 

Linguistic analysis of narrative strategies and storytelling practices in special 

cultural contexts. We explore how particular cultural traits affect narrative form and 

content, and how shared cognitive standards shape our engagement with literature and 

other cultural items. Case research that look at unique works of global fiction through a 

cognitive lens and shed light on the ways wherein stories carry meaning and evoke 
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emotional responses. Discussion of the results of cognitive studies for literature, pedagogy, 

and the study of intercultural conversation and expertise. Overall, Analyzing World 

Fiction: New Horizons in Narrative Theory is likely to offer a complete survey of the 

intersections between cognitive technological know-how, narrative principle, and 

international fiction, and presents valuable records for students and researchers inquisitive 

about the cognitive foundations of literature and lifestyle (Bayer, 2016).  

Phenomena Playing in Narratology: Digital Media as Narrative Theory Daniel 

Punday explores the intersection between digital media research and narrative principle. 

Published in 2019, the eBook demanding situations conventional approaches to narrative 

analysis, suggesting that virtual media can reveal unresolved tensions and gaps in 

traditional narrative concepts. Punday argues that in preference to inventing new 

terminology to explain on line storytelling, students should use mounted narrative 

paperwork to higher apprehend how virtual media exposes the shortcomings of narrative 

principle (Punday, 2021). Returning to the core notions of tale, inclusive of narrator, 

situation, occasion, man or woman and international, Punday shows that digital memories 

force us to rethink those notions in light of technological advances and new manner of 

conversation. The e-book highlights the approaches wherein virtual media, consisting of 

video games and on-line narratives, complicate traditional narrative structures and raise 

complicated questions on authorship, putting, and characterization. For instance, Punday 

questions whether or not the sport clothier acts as an implicit writer or narrator, and 

whether the space at the display truly capabilities for the tale. Playing at Narratology 

courses the reader through the development of narrative in new media while maintaining 

a connection to the theoretical foundations of narrative studies. Exploring how digital 

media undertaking and transform conventional narrative principles, Punday gives new 

insights into the relationship between generation, storytelling and narrative principle 

(Hjorth, L. (2011).  

In The Morphology of the Hive (1928) and Historical Roots of the Wonder Hive 

(1946) Vladimir Propp dives into the structural and historical components of folks’ 

memories. Fable Morphology makes a specialty of identifying and classifying the tale 

elements of folk tales, even as Historical Roots of Miracle Stories investigates the origins 

and cultural importance of those memories (Hollingsworth, 1999). In both works, the 

evaluation of the structure of Propp's story is the premise for the observation of his 

folktales. He identifies routine narrative functions or morphemes, which he says are 

widespread elements in the structure of folktales throughout cultures. These narrative 

properties consist of factors which include the departure of the hero, the movement of the 

villain, the feeding of the donor, and the go back of the hero. Propp's analysis exhibits the 

underlying styles and functions that form folktales and remove darkness from the narrative 

elements of various cultures. His method to narrative shape offers a framework for 

knowledge plot, man or woman, and war dynamics in folktales (Robson, 2023). 

In addition, analyzing the historic roots of Propp's fairy memories offers perception 

into the cultural and social contexts in which those testimonies seem. By tracing the 

development of fairy memories via different historic intervals and cultural traditions, 
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Propp illuminates the ways in which testimonies reflect and form collective ideals, values, 

and reviews. Overall, Propp's work in each The Morphology of the Fabula and The 

Historical Roots of Fairy Tales contributes to the know-how of narrative shape via 

highlighting ordinary elements and cultural contexts that affect narrative traditions round 

the sector (Zipes, 2012). His insights maintain to tell and encourage scholars in the fields 

of folkloristics, literary theory, and narrative analysis. Presenting Masculine: A Feminist 

Reading of Jane Smiley's Good Will Prem Lal Ghimire Prem Lal Ghimire Prem Lal 

Ghimire's thesis Presenting Masculine: A Feminist Reading of Jane Smiley's Good Will 

gives a vital analysis of the Smiley's novel through a feminist lens Abstract emphasize the 

study of the motives for the inferior role of women in society and supplying patriarchal 

norms and values as the root cause of that difference (Ghimire, 2008).  

The female characters of the radical Liz, Lidia and Annabel, who are portrayed as 

sufferers of male chauvinist thinking, regardless of acting modest in the beginning, later 

assign patriarchal norms and values. Liz, for instance, rejects her husband's idea of self-

reliance and defends the independence of girls. He criticizes faith, myths and ideologies 

controlled by using humans, trying to unfasten himself from all control. On the alternative 

hand, male characters like Bob and Tommy embody masculine values and wants to 

dominate ladies, which contributes to their inferior status in society (Dorio, 2022). Despite 

the regular battle of the lady characters in opposition to patriarchal teachings, social norms 

and values save you their goals of liberation. Overall, Ghimire's thesis offers a feminist 

attitude on Smiley's novel, emphasizing the pervasive have an impact on of patriarchal 

structures and the continuing warfare for the empowerment and liberation of ladies 

(Ready, 1999). 

3. Research Methodology 

To analyze the novel Lucky by way of Jane Smiley thru Vladimir Propp's narrative 

concept, the research uses the following based method: The primary evaluation textual 

content is the novel Lucky by means of Jane Smiley. That novel become chosen for its 

narrative complexity and thematic richness, which allows for a deep analysis thru Propp's 

narrative framework. An in-intensity assessment of Vladimir Propp's narrative idea, 

supplied in his seminal paintings The Morphology of Folkloristics. The reason of this step 

is to make certain a radical expertise of Propp's theoretical framework and its key 

standards. Using Propp's narrative theory, the studies identify the repetitive narrative 

features and structures of the folktales outlined through Propp.  

These narrative features are the premise for studying the narrative shape of Lucky 

and figuring out whether it follows or deviates from archetypal patterns. Lucky is subjected 

to an in-intensity textual evaluation focusing on narrative structure, point of view and 

narrative strategies. Special interest is paid to how Jodie's first-man or woman narrative 

shapes readers' expertise of her man or woman and journey, and to a thematic exploration 

of the look for happiness, identification, and reason. The analysis of Lucky is in 

comparison with conventional people memories and other literary works analyzed within 

the framework of Propp. This comparative approach helps highlight similarities and 

differences in narrative features, man or woman kinds, and thematic elements. The 
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outcomes of the text evaluation are interpreted inside the framework of Propp's narrative 

concept. We examine the impact of evaluation on know-how the unconventional subject 

matters, man or woman development, and narrative strategies.  

The look at concludes with a summary of key findings and insights that highlight 

Propp's narrative theory contribution to Lucky's evaluation. Here are pointers for future 

studies on narrative theory in modern literature, as well as reflections at the significance 

of the research. Research layout technique for studying Jane Smiley's novel Lucky via 

Vladimir Propp's narrative idea entails the following established approach: Conduct a 

complete literature review of Vladimir Propp's narrative idea, which specialize in his 

seminal paintings The Morphology of People and associated scientific articles. This 

evaluate affords a complete knowledge of Propp's Theoretical Framework and Its 

Application to Literary Analysis Identify unique capabilities of Propp's narrative principle 

as applied to analyzing Lucky, together with routine narrative capabilities, characters, and 

thematic motifs. Consider how these factors can tell the novel's narrative structure, point 

of view, and narrative techniques. Complete an in-intensity textual analysis of Lucky 

specializing in key narrative factors which includes plot development, character dynamics, 

and thematic exploration. Identify passages or chapters that are examples of Propp's 

narrative features and systems.  

Use Propp's narrative theory to analyze the identified passages in Lucky. Identify 

and classify routine narrative capabilities and characters in keeping with Propp's 

framework. Explore how these elements make contributions to the general narrative 

structure and thematic improvement of the novel. The consequences of the analysis have 

to be interpreted within the context of Propp's narrative concept. Discuss how making use 

of Propp's framework enhances our know-how of Lucky, in particular when it comes to 

narrative angle, structure, and thematic depth. Following this studies layout method, the 

research targets to offer a nuanced and insightful analysis of Lucky based on Vladimir 

Propp's narrative concept, which enriches our knowledge of the novel's narrative shape, 

angle, and thematic exploration (Propp, 2012).  

4. Data Analysis 

A fundamental cornerstone inside the giant panorama of literary concept is the 

seminal paintings The Morphology of the Nation by means of Vladimir Propp (1928), 

which affords a complete framework for understanding the underlying systems and 

features of traditional narratives. Originally formulated to dissect the complicated tapestry 

of folktales, Propp's principle later transcended its authentic domain to become a versatile 

analytical device utilized in storytelling in various bureaucracy, such as modern novels 

consisting of Jane Smiley's Lucky. In this exploratory evaluation, we delve into the 

intersections of Propp's narrative idea and Smiley's narrative landscape and discover how 

figuring out Propp's characters, narrative capabilities, and thematic motifs remove 

darkness from the narrative structure and thematic intensity of Lucky. By unraveling the 

threads of Propp's framework within the tapestry of Smiley's tale, this has a look at seeks 

to show the underlying patterns and actions that shape Jodie Rattler's adventure of self-

discovery and remove darkness from the broader thematic currents running via the radical. 
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Through this evaluation, we attempt to provide clean insights into the complex interaction 

of narrative shape, character dynamics, and thematic exploration in Smiley's paintings, 

demonstrating the ongoing relevance and applicability of Propp's narrative principle in 

modern literary evaluation. Here are some prices from the e-book Lucky via Jane Smiley 

that relate specifically to Vladimir Propp's concept of narrative shape, but we are able to 

explore quotes that relate to topics and ideas determined in Propp's work. Here are a few 

fees from the book Lucky that fit with Propp's narrative theory:  

"Going through life, I realized that happiness is not a fixed being, but a fleeting 

illusion, a mirage of existence in the desert." (Smiley, 2023). 

This quote touches at the subject matter of happiness and its transitory nature, 

which can be analyzed in relation to Propp's narrative functions and how they play into 

Jodie's journey. The quote As I went through lifestyles, I found out that happiness isn't a 

set entity, however a fleeting illusion, a mirage in the desert existence captures the fleeting 

nature of happiness and its illusory quality, suggesting that what may also appear like 

happiness, can easily disappear into skinny air in an on the spot. From the angle of this 

quote, happiness is portrayed as fleeting, situation to the vagaries of destiny and situation, 

in preference to a stable and predictable pressure. This know-how resonates deeply with 

Vladimir Propp's narrative concept, which identifies recurring narrative capabilities and 

systems in folktales, inclusive of the topic of happiness as a variable element woven into 

the fabric of storytelling. Analyzing Jane Smiley's novel Lucky through Propp's narrative 

concept, the theme of happiness takes on extra that means and serves as a lens through 

which to explore the protagonist Jodie's journey to self-discovery and increase. Jodie's 

encounters with good fortune and horrific luck mirror the unpredictable nature of lifestyles 

itself as she navigates the twists and turns of her lifestyles. 

In Propp's framework, Jodie' arc is marked by the prevalence of divination 

throughout her life, altering her masculine or feminine orientation. In addition, Propp's 

emphasis on narrative form and narrative techniques provides a valuable lens through 

which to examine Smiley's narrative choices in Lucky. By gazing the unconventional 

linear glide of activities among moments of mirrored image, we benefit perception into 

how Smiley shapes Jodie's journey and shapes the reader's perception of her man or 

woman. In addition, familiarity with Propp's thematic analysis allows us to explore how 

the novel's question of happiness intersects with broader themes of identification, meaning, 

and human experience, deepening our knowledge of its thematic intensity and narrative 

complexity. Overall, using Propp's framework in Lucky's analysis, this study seeks to 

illuminate the ways in which narrative stance, form, and thematic exploration influence 

the depiction of individual movements and the exploration of thematic depth in Smiley's 

work. A work of art. This interdisciplinary technique allows us to benefit from new 

insights into the complex interplay of narrative and the concept of literary analysis, 

enriching each Lucky's expertise and the broader panorama of narrative storytelling.  

"Each occurrence of chance brought me closer to truth, and I was given gratitude 

and humility instead of trusting it." (Smiley, 2023). 
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Here, the concept of destiny and its position in shaping the journey of the 

protagonist displays Propp's emphasis at the structural factors of tales and the chain of 

activities. In this quote, the protagonist's realization that success became no longer to be 

relied on, however, to be received with gratitude and humility reflects a deeper information 

of the role of destiny in shaping his adventure. From the angle of Vladimir Propp's 

narrative shape theory, that concept resonates with Propp's emphasis at the sequence of 

activities and the underlying structural elements of memories. According to Propp's theory, 

stories observe a particular series of actions or morphemes, every of which contributes to 

the general shape of the tale. In those activities, the main man or woman regularly 

encounters numerous obstacles, demanding situations and vicissitudes on his adventure. 

In the context of that quote, each twist of fate may be seen as a narrative characteristic that 

propels the protagonist ahead in his look for fact and self-discovery.  

Additionally, Propp's principle suggests that tales often have a linear path of 

activities, in which every occasion builds on the preceding one and creates a cohesive 

narrative structure. Similarly, the adventure of the protagonist within the novel keeps thru 

a sequence of activities stimulated with the aid of fate and destiny. Each twist in the 

journey of the protagonist represents a narrative function that bureaucracy the overall 

shape of the tale and brings him in the direction of the fact. In addition, Propp's principle 

emphasizes the interconnectedness of the occasions inside a story and how every 

movement contributes to the person’s development of the protagonist and the development 

of the plot. In this quote, the protagonist's information of happiness and destiny marks a 

pivotal second in his person, displaying increase and introspection as he grapples with the 

complexities of his journey. In popular, this quote displays Propp's idea of narrative 

structure, illustrating how the collection of occasions and the function of fate contribute to 

the overall narrative framework. It emphasizes the significance of understanding the 

structural elements of memories in analyzing the adventure of the protagonist and the 

thematic intensity of the story.  

“Ultimately, it was not luck that sustained me, but rather the resilience of humanity, 

the ability to rise above despair and find purpose in its entirety." (Smiley, 2023). 

This quote highlights subject matters of resilience and self-discovery that may be 

analyzed inside the context of Propp's characters and the way they expand at some stage 

in the story. In this quote, the resilience of the human spirit and the capability to find that 

means in chaos replicate subject matters of private increase and self-discovery. According 

to Vladimir Propp's principle of narrative structure, this quote may be analyzed in relation 

to the development of man or woman sorts throughout the story. Propp recognized 

numerous common characters or dramatis personae in folktales, every one of which has a 

specific characteristic inside the story. These characters frequently exchange and increase 

as the tale progresses. In the context of this quote, the protagonist's adventure from relying 

on success to spotting the resilience of the human spirit represents a crucial development 

in character development.  

Initially, the primary character can encompass characteristics of a character kind 

related to external factors, together with luck or destiny, in managing the demanding 
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situations of existence. However, because the story progresses, the principal man or 

woman adjustments and movements right into a man or woman type characterized with 

the aid of resilience, internal electricity and self-discovery .Propp's idea also emphasizes 

the interconnectedness of characters and their roles in a tale. As the principal individual 

develops, so does the dynamic among the characters and their interactions. In this quote, 

the primary individual's cognizance of the resilience of the human spirit now not best 

displays his own growth, however, also influences his relationships with other characters 

and the overall trajectory of the story.  

In addition, Propp's idea emphasizes the significance of man or woman 

development in advancing the plot and conveying thematic depth. In this quote, the 

protagonist's adventure to self-discovery and which means in chaos serves as a key 

thematic detail that affects the general structure and impact of the story. In preferred, this 

quote illustrates Propp's concept of narrative structure via illustrating how the 

improvement of individual types contributes to the thematic richness and complexity of 

the story. It emphasizes the significance of character improvement in shaping the narrative 

arc and conveying deeper insights into human enjoyment. Although the ones charges 

might not directly point out Propp or his theory, they encompass topics and ideas that can 

be analyzed thru the framework of his tale.  

5.  Conclusion  

This study provided an in-depth evaluation of Jane Smiley's novel Lucky through 

the lens of Vladimir Propp's narrative idea. Focusing on narrative structure, point of view, 

and storytelling techniques, this study tested how the unconventional follows or deviates 

from the archetypal patterns diagnosed via Propp in folktales. One of the primary findings 

of this evaluation is the important role of Jodie's first-man or woman narrative in shaping 

readers' know-how of her individual and journey. Through her internal struggles and 

aspirations, readers advantage perception into the issues of happiness, identification, and 

the pursuit of purpose in lifestyles. Jodie's encounters with family, friends and strangers 

act as a catalyst for self-mirrored image and inventive expression, highlighting the 

connections between non-public reports and creative thought. Moreover, an examination 

of the unconventional narrative shape famous a linear development of occasions with 

moments of mirrored image, reflecting Jodie's journey of self-discovery and growth. 

Smiley's use of narrative techniques efficiently explores those issues and will increase the 

reader's engagement with Jodie's story by means of emphasizing the complexity of human 

existence. In end, this has a look at shows how making use of Propp's framework enriches 

our expertise of Lucky by illuminating the ways wherein narrative point of view, structure, 

and shape impact the depiction of person journeys and the exploration of thematic depth. 

Using Propp's narrative idea, this observe offers treasured insights into the complicated 

layers of which means in Smiley's novel, ultimately contributing to a deeper information 

of the complexity and thematic richness of this tale.  
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